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force; A highly employable work force; An 
increase in workers contributing to the tax 
base; A decreasing percentage of our popu-
lation who fall into the justice system; A 
higher quality of life for all. 

What can you do to make a difference? 
Contact your local school board members 

and superintendent and urge them to fully 
fund early childhood (pre-kindergarten) edu-
cation for all children in your jurisdiction 
who need it. 

Insist that the system determine how 
many children in your district currently 
need to be in a readiness-to-learn environ-
ment—but are not. 

Continue following up to see that, using 
these data, the school system creates and 
implements an action plan to reallocate 
funds as necessary, and to deal with staffing, 
space, and other issues to get all those chil-
dren into the system by opening of school 
next year, or the following year at the lat-
est. 

Clearly the increased funding for this will 
be a challenge. Nevertheless, if our nation is 
to survive and thrive, we simply must do 
this. We must not leave behind a single child 
who may have succeeded in life, but for want 
of an early childhood education which got 
them ready to learn. We must not risk the 
loss of our nation, for want of giving this our 
most urgent attention. 

f 

STEFAN YOUNG 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Stefan Young 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Stefan Young 
is a 7th grader at Drake Middle School and re-
ceived this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Stefan 
Young is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ste-
fan Young for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments. 
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A TRIBUTE TO SHARON GOODINE 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Ms. Sharon Goodine. 

Sharon Goodine is the president and CEO 
of J.D.S. Paralegal Services, Inc. She is also 
the proud mother of two, Dominique and 
James Goodine. 

For nearly 25 years, Sharon relentlessly 
served the community of Brooklyn, New York. 
She regularly organized and sponsored the 
Annual Brooklyn Community Outreach, a pro-
gram focused on feeding and clothing the 

homeless population of Brooklyn. Ms. Goodine 
also dedicated her time to the empowerment 
and education of young people; she under-
stands their value and sees the importance of 
making a positive impact on their lives. Ad-
vancing community initiatives eventually re-
quired Ms. Goodine to extend her talents to 
political activism. 

Ms. Goodine’s work with civic and religious 
organizations is extensive. She held leader-
ship positions with the Ms. & Mrs. Corporate 
America National Pageant and the National 
Council of Negro Women. She also served in 
membership positions with the Nehemiah 
Home Association, Community Board Five’s 
Transportation Committee, the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce, the N.A.A.C.P., the 
New York State Fraternal Order of Police, the 
United Democratic Club, the National Federa-
tion of Paralegals Association, the T.D. Jakes 
Bishop Circle and the Worthy Matron of Shin-
ing Start Chapter O.E.S. 

There is not enough that can be said about 
this mighty woman of God. Today, Ms. 
Goodine continues to use her talents, con-
tacts, and name recognition to advance chari-
table causes and community initiatives. Her 
accomplishments were recognized by Brook-
lyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, who 
issued a proclamation declaring May 7, 2005, 
‘‘Sharon’s Day in Brooklyn.’’ Ms. Goodine is 
also the recipient of many awards, including 
the following: KISS FM’s 2004 Phenomenal 
Women Award; the Paul Robeson Theatre 
Award for Outstanding Service and Dedica-
tion; the City Council Citation for Exemplary 
Services to the Community 42nd District; the 
Mary McLeod Bethune Achiever Award; a 
Community Service Award by Assemblyman 
William Boyland, Jr.; and a Community Serv-
ice Award by ‘‘You Can Go To College Com-
mittee.’’ 

Ms. Goodine attributes her success to her 
relationship with the Lord. Ms. Goodine’s lives 
by the motto, ‘‘Only what you do for Christ will 
last.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the life of Ms. Sharon 
Goodine. 
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IN HONOR OF RAYMOND L. FLYNN 
IN RECOGNITION OF HIS LIFE-
TIME OF ACCOMPLISHMENT AND 
DEDICATED PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Raymond L. Flynn in recognition of 
his lifetime of accomplishment and dedicated 
public service. 

Ray was born and raised in South Boston, 
Massachusetts by his proud parents Steve 
and Lillian Flynn. He remains a lifelong resi-
dent of South Boston with Kathy, his wife of 
46 years, raising their six children and seven-
teen grandchildren. 

Ray worked several jobs as a kid, including 
selling newspapers at Fenway Park, Braves 
Field, and the Boston Garden. It was his time 
at the Boston Garden that led to him becom-
ing a ball boy for the world famous Boston 
Celtics. As a student at South Boston High 
School, Ray was named to the Massachusetts 
All-Scholastic Basketball Team. 

After graduating from South Boston High 
School, Ray attended Providence College and 
was an honors graduate in 1963 and an Aca-
demic All-American; the only Providence Col-
lege student-athlete to receive such an award. 

During his playing career at Providence Col-
lege, Ray was selected as a member of the 
NCAA College All-Star Team and was named 
the Most Valuable Player at the 1963 National 
Invitational Tournament, which at the time was 
the most prestigious college basketball tour-
nament in the Nation. The following year, Ray 
was named captain of the nationally ranked 
Providence Friars’ championship basketball 
team and was selected to the NCAA 25th An-
niversary team as one of the top student-ath-
letes in America. In the culmination of his tre-
mendous collegiate basketball career, on Feb-
ruary 20, 2011, Providence College retired 
Ray’s #14 jersey to the rafters at the Dunkin 
Donut’s Center (Providence Civic Center), 
joining other great Friar Basketball Legends. 

Ray served in the U.S. Army and played 
professional basketball in Wilmington, Dela-
ware. In 1964, Ray made it to the final cut 
with the World Champion Boston Celtics. Re-
turning to South Boston, Ray founded the 
South Boston Summer Basketball League 
which would later become the Boston Neigh-
borhood Basketball League. Ray was proud to 
have organized the South Boston Men’s Soft-
ball League and later coached at the South 
Boston Boy’s Club and at Stonehill College. 

As an elected official, Ray served as a Mas-
sachusetts State Representative from South 
Boston and Dorchester from 1971 to 1978, 
Boston City Councilor from 1978 to 1983, 
Mayor of Boston from 1984 to1993, President 
of the United States Conference of Mayors 
from 1991 to 1992, and was appointed U.S. 
Ambassador to the Holy See (Vatican) by 
President William J. Clinton from 1993 to 
1997. 

Ray Flynn grew up in a family and neighbor-
hood which placed the dignity of a job and 
hard work as its highest priority. 

A long time admirer of Pope John Paul II, 
Ray is the author of two best-selling books, 
The Accidental Pope and John Paul II, A Per-
sonal Portrait of the Pope and the Man. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to take 
to the floor of the House today to join with 
Raymond L. Flynn’s family, friends, and con-
temporaries to honor him for his lifetime of ac-
complishment and his dedicated public serv-
ice. 
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SPENCER STAPP 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Spencer 
Stapp for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Spen-
cer Stapp is a 12th grader at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Spencer 
Stapp is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
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